Volume 16, Issue 2
February 2020

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Toddler Time
Bell/Whittington Public Library
Every Tuesday, 10 a.m.
Pre-kindergarten and younger.
For details, visit their Facebook page.
Teen Library Lounge
Bell/Whittington Public Library
Every Thursday, 4:30 p.m.
For details, visit their Facebook page.
Kidz Klub
After-School Recreation Program
Various G-PISD Campuses
Monday-Friday
End of School until 6:00 p.m.
During School Sessions
For details, call 361.777.4670.
Family Makerspace: Teddy Bears
Bell/Whittington Public Library
Sat., Feb. 1, 10:30 a.m.
Registration required.
$10 donation per bear,
per person suggested.
To register, call 361.777.4560.
Father-Daughter Dance
Portland Community Center
Fri., Feb. 7, 6:30 p.m.
For details, call 361.777.4670.
Family Makerspace: Bows
Bell/Whittington Public Library
Sat., Feb. 22, 11 a.m.
Registration required.
$5 donation per family suggested.
To register, call 361.777.4560.

CITY GEARING UP FOR SPRING ACTIVITIES & EVENTS
The City of Portland has a full slate of
spring activities and events planned for
2020. From farmers markets and egg
hunts to dances and musical events,
there’s something for everyone.
Portland Opry
The popular Portland Opry has been on
hiatus during construction of the Portland Community Center. It returns to
the Community Center on Thursday,
Feb. 13.
The Portland Opry, features some of

the best local talent along with special guest singers. It happens on the
second Thursday of each month.
Doors open at 6:00 p.m. and the
show starts at 7:00 p.m. The cost is
$7 per person.
For details, call 361.777.4670.
Farmers Market
After a winter break, the Portland
Farmers Market returns March 7.
The market takes place the first Sat...continued on page 2

TREE REQUIREMENT ENSURES ACCESS IN EMERGENCIES
Spring is just around the corner and so is the yard work that comes with it. When
trimming trees, Portland residents are reminded that the City requires a 14-foot
clearance for all trees overhanging any road or street. This is a public safety issue. The tree height requirement allows Portland fire trucks to pass without hitting overhanging trees or low branches, avoiding potential delays during emergency situations.

TAKE YOUR CHILD TO THE LIBRARY DAY

GEARING UP FOR SPRING...continued

On Saturday, Feb. 1, the Bell Whittington Public Library
will host Take Your Child to the Library Day. The event
highlights the importance of a library to the local community and showcases the services and programs offered for children.
If your child hasn’t been to the library yet, this is a
great opportunity to visit...and if he or she has been to
the library, this is a great time to come back. There will
be free book bags and readings by local authors.
Library cards will be available with a valid government
-issued ID and proof of current address. For kids who
don’t have a library card, a parent can register them for
a card.
Hours are 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The event is free
and open to everyone.

The market takes place the first Saturday of each
month at the Joe Burke Pavilion (behind the Portland
Community Center). Hours are 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
It features homemade goods, arts and crafts, and local produce is expected to be available soon. Dates for
2020 are March 7, April 4, May 2, June 6, Sept. 5, Oct.
3, Nov. 7, and Dec. 5.

ONLY RAIN IN THE DRAIN
Contrary to popular belief, City storm drains are not
part of the sanitary sewer system. Sanitary sewer waters are treated; storm water systems are not. Instead
storm water, and any material it picks up along the way,
empties into a storm inlet and ends up in the nearest
water source. In Portland, that’s either Corpus Christi
Bay or Nueces Bay.
When grass clippings are swept or blown onto the
road, driveway, or storm drain, they can cause storm
water pollution and eventually pollute streams, rivers,
and bays, often through sediment build-up. In addition,
lawn clippings, leaves, and other debris often clump in
the storm water system and contribute to flooding.
In cases where chemicals have been used on the
lawn or garden, grass clippings may contaminate the
water that runs off from rains or the sprinkler system.
Even nontreated lawn clippings do harm. When they
decompose, they release carbon and nitrogen that
feeds undesirable algae, which in turn depletes oxygen
in the water. That could harm or kill fish and other sea
life.
As in most cities, it's illegal in Portland to cause pollutants to get into the city storm water system. Violators
may be fined. There are serious, long-lasting environmental consequences to placing grass clippings and
yard waste in the wrong place. The solution is simple:
bag or compost grass clippings, leaves, or any other
yard debris. This is a problem the Portland community
can solve.

Annual Egg Hunt
The Bell Whittington Public Library’s annual Easter Egg
Hunt is a springtime favorite. This year’s hunt happens
in April. It’s free and open to everyone.
Spring Book Sale
If curling up with a good book is your idea of the perfect
springtime afternoon, you won’t want to miss this. The
annual Friends of the Bell/Whittington Public Library
Book Sale is scheduled for April 23-27. The sale is
open to everyone.
A preview sale for Friends of the Library members
only is from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Wednesday, April 22.
Memberships may be purchased at the door for $15.
Proceeds benefit the Friends of the Bell/Whittington
Public Library. The library is located at 2400 Memorial
Parkway. For more information, call 361.777.4560.
Mother & Son Dance
The counterpart to the Father-Daughter Dance, the annual Mother & Son Dance happens each spring. All
school-aged boys and their mom or mom-figure (aunt,
grandmother, etc.) are invited to share a night to remember. The theme changes from year to year, but a
live deejay and terrific tunes are always part of the
lineup.
It all happens at the Portland Community Center. For
details, call the Parks & Recreation Department at
361.777.4670.
Play It Safe
Each year in May, Portland’s award-winning Play It
Safe program kicks of the summer swim season. It features free swim time at the Aquatic Center, along with
water safety sessions, rescue demonstrations, CPR instructions, and information about keeping a home pool
safe.
Springtime in Portland promises to be busy...and fun!

